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the more frequent and more friendly inter- 
course between the Jews and Christiaus.— 
Reformatory schools have sprung up among the 
Jews themselves, which endeavor to transplant 
many of the excellencies, which they have 
found in Christian countries to the Jewish soil. 
Their theologies! schools have been reorgan- 
ized ; preaching in the native languages has 
been largely introduced into their divine wor- 
ship; Christian literature on the Bible is ex- 
tensively studied and made use of; a distinc- 
tion is being made by many of their leading 
scholars between the teachinys of the Old Tes- 
tament and the Jewish traditions, and many of 
the latter are openly abrogated ; societies have 
been furmed for promoting the study of the 
Old Testameat ; yea, it is reported that Jews 
at present liberally contribute to the circula- 
tion of the New Testament in Italy, and that 
they justify this proceeding by saying that the 
Protestants treat. them well, while the Catholic 
Chareb has always persecuted them and exerts 
an influence over them wherever she can. 

There ean be no doubt that Judaism all over 
the world is at present in agreat fermentation 
and ina state of transition. The leaven of 
Christianity is at work, and only needs the fos- 
tering care of the Christian churches to achieve 
still greater results than those recorded in the 
preceding article.— Independent. 





Our Help from Above. 





The nearer our thoughts come to the infinite 
and the divine, the more power have we over 
our troubles. The art of consolation is to a 
great degree the art of inspiration. Men are 
not comforted, except in trivial matters, by a 
discussion of their sorrows. It may be well, 
oceasionally, to dissect the experience, to show 
its nature, to give a large and philosophical 
insight iato its necessary and its unnecessary 
elements. But to repeat this, is to lead a man 
back to himself. Trouble is like an eddy; its 
waters fall into some faculty of the mind, «nd 
whirl and whirl around and about, till the fa- 
culty is worn soye. If the impounded current 
could find vent, spout out into the common 
channel, and move with the whole current, the 
heart would find relief. And this is the reason 
why men are comforted not so much by spe 
cial remedies applied immediately to their heart 
sores, as by a gencral treatment which shall 
give tone to the whole mind} and lift up above 
its petty annoyances and its serious sorrows 
A genial and inspiriting companion will often 
bring relief to despondency which no words 
and no art had alleviated. A healthy and ex- 
uberant mind carries more than words can con- 
vey. There is a power ,that comes from the 
whole presence and air pf such a person, that 
fives a vital exhilaration to a feeble mind, and 
ifts it up, as a tide coming in from the occan 
lifts astranded boat from the mud or sand, 
when all its crew could not belp it. Aud thus 
it is given to some men to be natural consolers. 
Their face doeth good like a medicine. They 
fire the drooping. They rake open the ashes 
of men buried, and throw fuel on the reviving 
embers of life. It is a noble gift! A lumi- 
nous nature, shining too, as stars do, from in- 
wardness of light, and carrying uncon:cious 
cheer and guidance to hundreds, is one of God’s 
most generous gifts to man. 

In times of war, of commercial embarrass- 
ment, of domestic affliction, of industrial stag- 
nation, of public and private despondency, the 
pulpit and the sanctuary should exert an un 
wonted power. And now, more than ever, it 
will be found that high doctrines, so that they 
are right doctrines, and rightly handled, will 
be the most beneficial. There is no such 
power of control as that which the command 
of men’s religious sentiments gives; and the 
moral nature is controlled by things coming 
down to it from above; by unworldly, divine, 
eternul considerations. When one is imbued 
with these higher truths, he easily, of himself, 
controls his private troubles. And, after all, 
the very philosophy of helping is, ¢o enable a 
man to help himself. 

A hymn, a theme of sacred writ, a dis- 
2ourse, or a conversation that puts intoa man’s 
mind an inspiring view of life to come, that 
brings him so near to God that he feels the 
divine thought about him like an atmosphere, 
and the assurance that all the resources of in- 
finite wisdom, and love, and power are open to 
his using, will make him invincible to care or 
grief. All moral sentiments are physicians to 
the passions. All higher feelings are medi- 
cines to the lower. ‘* Let your conversation be 
without covetousness, and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath suid, * I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.’ So that we 
may boldly say,‘ The Lord is my helper, I wilt 
not fear what man shali do unto me.’” If 
ever ministers and Christians should dwell in 
the realm of the highest truths, itisnow. Our 


bearing with them all malarial exhalations, but 
fall down upon us as rains, from clouds that 
have been hurrying far up in the heavens, when 
winds and light and sweet air have left no evil 
in them, and lent them much good.— Beecher. 
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